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fortify their economies, to strengthen their de-
mocracies, to establish their Baltic Battalion, and
to take their place in the new Europe. By bridg-
ing the expanse of the Baltic Sea, you helped
to close a great gap in history.

Throughout the nations of our alliance, there
is a Europe of visionary leaders with a profound
sense of mission and a unity some said could
not be sustained. NATO has succeeded beyond
any expectations. Today, America is grateful to
our 15 remarkable allies for their perseverance
and friendship, for their leadership in turning
the bloodiest continent of the 20th century into
a continent free, undivided, at peace, and full
of hope for the young people in this audience
and far beyond these borders in the 21st cen-
tury.

Today I ask all of you assembled here,
throughout this land, across Europe, and in

America, let us all keep freedom’s bright light
and advance the work of the extraordinary At-
lantic community. Let us bring down the bar-
riers to a better future for all people on this
continent. Let us close history’s divide. Let us
create a 21st century of opportunity, security,
peace, and freedom for the children of Den-
mark, Europe, and the United States. It can
be the greatest time in all human history. We
must follow your past example into the future.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4 p.m. in the Ny
Torv Square. In his remarks, he referred to Prime
Minister Rasmussen’s wife, Lone Dybkjaer; Vice
Prime Minister and Minister for Economic Affairs
Marianne Jelved and her husband, Jan; Jens Kra-
mer Mikkelsen, Lord Mayor of Copenhagen; and
Bodil Jensen, chair, Copenhagen City Council.

Statement on Northern Ireland
July 12, 1997

I welcome the decision of the Orange Order
and its local lodges to voluntarily call off and
reroute the contentious parades scheduled for
this weekend. In choosing not to risk confronta-
tion, the members of the Orange Order have
taken a significant step. I hope that the people
of both communities redouble their efforts to
reach accommodation on other contentious pa-
rades in a spirit of good will and generosity
and reject the inexcusable violence that we saw
in Northern Ireland today.

The Orange Order’s decision, and the warm
welcome that has greeted it, confirm my convic-
tion that the people of Northern Ireland want
and deserve an end to violence and confronta-
tion. The people of Northern Ireland have the
United States’ unwavering support to build on
this moment of hope to seek a lasting settlement
to the conflict that has divided them for far
too long.

Remarks Announcing Proposed Legislation To Ban Discrimination Based
on Genetic Screening
July 14, 1997

Thank you very much. You know, very often
when I come into this room for an event like
this, to stand up for a cause I believe in, by
the time it’s my turn to speak, there is nothing
else to say. [Laughter] But that has never been
more true than it is at this moment. Mary Jo,
you were terrific, and we thank you. Thank you
very much.

Secretary Shalala, Congresswoman Slaughter,
Dr. Collins, the head of our genome project,
Susan Blumenthal, the head of the Women’s
Health Office at HHS, ladies and gentlemen,
thank you for being here.

I want to say a special word of thanks, too,
to Congresswoman Louise Slaughter. Both our
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